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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. The town has a 
long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for 
the time being to the hands of our generation. 	It should be 
our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and 
visits. 	It produces a Bulletin of its news and of articles of 
local interest two or three times a year, 	In 1969 it produced 
a report on the High Street Conservation Area which was well 
received as the basis for future policy. 	It is also very act- 
ive in making representations to the local authorities on plan- 
fling matters. 	With the re-organisation of local government 
its importance as a watchdog has increased. 	It has held five 
exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a town trail 
and three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the 
town, restored the churchyard railings and established a Town 
Museum in conjunction with the Town Council, 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	It is registered 
with the Civic Trust, a member of the Sussex Federation of Ame-
nity Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological So-
ciety. 	A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which 
it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger its 
membership the greater its influence. The subscription is 75 
new pence a year (additional members in same family 25), to be 
renewed every year on 1 ;January, except by those joining at or 
after the previous A.G.M. 	Subscriptions, preferably by bank- 
er's order, should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, 
East Grinstead. 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor) 
Vice-Chairman C .W.GOOLDEN 
Hon. Treasurer A.C.COMBER, A.I.B. 
Hon. Secretary D.G.JOYCE, F,R.I.B.A. 

M.J,BEPRY; B.W. DIVALL; C.E.H4LRTLAND, F.R.I.B.A.; D.G. JEFFERIES 
(Programme Secretary); Cr R.E.S.MILLER; Mrs J.RTJSHMAN; Mrs. T.F. 
VALIANCE; P.D,WOOD, F.RI.C,S,; So-opted Mrs. K.M.JEFFERIES, B. 
Sc. (Membership Secretary). 

CORRESPONDENCE 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appro-
priate officer, c/o Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 	Subscript- 
ions should be sent to the Treasurer, notices of change of ad-
dress and queries about subscriptions to the Membership Secre-
tary, correspondence about the Museum, matter for the Bulletin 
and requests for publications to the Chairman, all other corre-
spondence to the Honorary Secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Permission to reproduce anything from this Bulletin must 
be sought from the Editor. 	Unsigned contributions are the 
work of the Editor or officers. 	Opinions in signed articles 
are not necessarily those of anyone but their authors. 
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Several local societies in Sussex 'have newsletters, the best 
of which is probably the Bulletin of the East Grinstead Society 
which prints a steady stream of short pieces on the town' J.H. 
Farrant in The Local Historian (see p.9 below). 

EDITORIAL 

Details of our plans for the public celebration of our 
tenth anniversary will be found in this issue, together with 
some attempt to review what we have done and are doing. En-
couraged by comments such as that quoted above and with the 
active support of a growing membership we may hope by now to 
have established a foundation firm enough to enable us to look 
forward confidently to our twentieth anniversary, or indeed our 
centenary, 	For ours is surely a Society whose work is never 
done and whose services will never cease to be needed? 

COMMITTEE 

Mrs K.M.Jefferies has been co-opted on to the committee in 
respect of her work as MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. Mrs T.F.Vallance 
asked to be relieved of the work of MINUTES SECRETARY (though 
continuing on the committee) on account of other claims on her 
time and has been succeeded in that post by Mr M.J.Berry, who 
has also been appointed chairman of a new JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP SUB 
COMMITTEE (on which we hope for a report in our next Bulletin). 
Mr C.E,Hartland has been appointed to look into safety aspects 
of the INNER BELIEF ROAD in consultation with other interested 
bodies such as the parents  associatiorof schools near the 
route. 	He may be contacted at Weir Water, Stone Hill (22015). 

The Committee met on 11 January, 22 February, 5 April and 
10 May. An extraordinary meeting on 1 February discussed 
ideas for the Society's future in the light of the members' 
meeting on 18 January. Next meeting 14 June. 

MEETINGS 

A REVIEW OF THE SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES, each introduced by an ap-
propriate committee member, then thrown open for discussion, 
made a lively and encouraging evening on 18 January. 

ASHDOWN FOREST, by Lt Cdr Angell, the Clerk to the Conservat-
ors, attracted an appreciative capacity audience on 15 Febru-
ary. 

THE WORK OF THE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT was explained and 
some fairly direct questions deftly handled by its conservation 
officer, Mr G.Webb, on 16 March. 	We look forward to his re- 
plies to the questions he took away with him. 

THE MAKING OF KENT, introduced by Mr Ian Abbott (who was one of 
the speakers at our inaugural meeting), was well received on 19 
April. 

THE INNER RELIEF ROAD PROGRESS REPORT packed the Large Parish 
Hall with members of the public on 17 May. Representatives of 
the county planning department and the contractors explained 
their respective tasks and problems in the operation, then 
dealt fully with the large number of questions submitted in ad-
vance, plus supplementaries from the floor. 

NEXT MEETING: 21 June Hr P.J. Gray on the History of Lingfield. 

COVER PICTURE: See article on p.7, 
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ACTIVITIES 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY TREE PLANTING 

Preliminary details of our proposal for marking our tenth 
anniversary by planting trees around King George's Hall and its 
proposed extensions were given in Bulletin 23,, 	Now, with the 
blessing of the District Council and a grant from the County 
Council, the scheme is ready to go ahead, as illustrated on pt 
(opposite) 0 	We shall appeal to all members and friends to 
contribute to the cost, about £200, 	The project is being co- 
ordinated by Mr P.D.Wood, 29 High Street (24101), to whom dona-
tions may be sent. All donations will be publicly acknow-
ledged at the exhibition. The planting is expected to take 
place in November, with some involvement of local schoolchild- 
ren. 	(It is hoped that such involvement will help them to 
care more for their environment.) 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION 

As announced in our last issue the exhibition will be held 
at Chequer Mead School Hall from Monday 31 July to Saturday 5 
August, its theme the Society's Achievements, Activities and 
Aspirations for East Grinstead. Members of the committee are 
responsible for different sections and several kindred bodies 
are being invited to join us. Mr B,W,Divall is co-ordinating 
display materials and a rota of stewards will be prepared by 
Mrs T.F.,Vallance, Westering, Dunnings Road (21283). 	It is es- 
sential that all who can find an hour or two for stewarding 
should do so. 	It is also vital that all members should sup- 
plement our advertisements and handbills by telling as many 
people as possible about the exhibition. 

Further information at meetings or from Mr M,J.Leppard. 

MUSEUM NEWS 

The increased space and improved lay-out in our new rooms 
have attracted much favourable comment and the donations box is 
making a significant addition to Museum income, The Saturday 
afternoon openings, begun at Easter, seem to meet a need but 
mean that the stewards have to be called on to perform their 
duties more frequently, so we shall be glad of additions to 
their number. Several private parties have visited the Museum 
outside normal opening times. 

The current temporary exhibition in the entrance hail is 
THE PALNER/DIXON BUSINESS, a local chemists etc.., 1775-1974. 
For July and August the subject will be VISITORS' EAST GRIN-
STEAD, a century of local souvenirs. Suggestions for these 
temporary displays are always welcome, 

The Sussex Archaeological Society's Newsletter 24 (April 
1978) contains a full article on the Museum by Mr MeJeLeppard. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Work on Bulletin 25, for September, is already well ad-
vanced and it is expected that it will be in members' hands 
more promptly than has been possible with recent numbers. It 
will include a final selection of articles relating to our 
tenth anniversary. 

We were once again represented at the Sussex Family Hist-
ory Group's annual conference, on )-i- March, where our publicat-
ions again found a ready sale. We are grateful for this faci-
lity, which will be reciprocated at our exhibition. 



CEMETERY CHAPELS 

About four years ago we took the lead in a vigorous, but 
ultimately unsuccessful, attempt to preserve the Victorian 
railway goods shed to be a young people's arts and drama work-
shop. The action group then set up continued its search for 
other suitable premises and considers that they have probably 
now been found in the disused, and threatened, Cemetery Chapels 
in Queens Road. 

The chapels, designed in 1869 by the architectural pract-
ice of Parsons of Lewes, are two large rooms united by a cen-
tral tower and fleche, with smaller ancillary rooms, in what 
might be called an enriched Early English style. A small mor-
tuary was built on ten years later. They are of such archit-
ectural and structural quality and contribute so much visually 
to their part of the town that (with the informal blessing of 
the District and County Councils) we are asking the Secretary 
of State for the Environment to add them to the statutory list 
of buildings of historic and architectural importance. 

With the co-operation of the Town Council appropriately 
qualified members of the Society are undertaking structural 
surveys. 	The buildings seem to be in good repair, only super- 
ficially damaged by vandalism. They are connected to gas and 
water supplies but lack drainage and electricity and are very 
conveniently placed for access from the town centre yet away 
from traffic. 

We are contacting grant-making bodies for financial help 
in their rehabilitation, for it would be tragic if such fine 
and potentially useful buildings were destroyed. 

The action group represents local schools and youth clubs, 
the young people's drama group associated with the Adeline Ge-
nee Theatre, councillors, education officials and others. 	Its 
convenor is our committee member Mrs J.Rus]man, Treharrock, 
Lewes Road (256 1 1), who will be glad to hear from anyone inter-
ested in either the restoration or the use of the buildings. 

0 LUCKY MAN? 

One of the pleasures of cemetery walking is the discovery 
of the occasional inscription which goes beyond the convention-
al pieties and stops you, as it were, dead, with a flash of 
amusement or poignancy. 

One in Queens Road which nicely combines the two reads: 

'Beneath this stone lie the remains of ------. 	Ac- 
quainted by his studies with the character of past ages, 
he acquired a knowledge of men and manners of his own. 
His mind fraught with knowledge, his heart elevated with 
an unaffected patriotism, he looked down from higher 
ground on the low level of a futile and corrupt generat-
ion. 

Home is the refuge of a wise man's life. 	Home was the 
refuge of his. 	The house wherein he was born, he died, 
(sic) 	By contentment he secured to himself in retreat a 
source of happiness he could not have found in the world, 
and thereby enjoyed a perpetual serenity of soul that 
none can feel in this life but those who are prepared for 
greater bliss in the next. 

He was born .,. 1825 and died in his 45th year.' 

P.D.W. 



THE ORIGINS OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

by M.,J.Leppard 

The story of the origins of our Society is in part the 
story of the building illustrated in its original form on the 
cover of this Bulletin (drawn by Mr R.H.Wood to accompany his 
article about it in our Bulletin 1 9  January 1969), 30-32  High 
street, a house of c,1480 whose back part was possibly older. 

It was a listed building, and as far back as 1964 the Min-
ister of Housing had disallowed a proposal to demolish and re-
place it, In April 1967 application was made again, arguing 
poor structural condition, and, after a little hesitation, the 
Urban District Council gave permission. At once expressions 
of dismay appeared in the correspondence columns of the local 
press and the case for demolition was challenged. The real 
outcry came, however, when demolition began in January 1968, 
for then every passer-by could see the quality of the building 
being destroyed and the experts who followed its progress were 
able to reveal that it was an even more valuable example of its 
kind than had been suspected. It was obvious that the whole 
street lost something of its appearance and something of its 
significance. 

Meanwhile the late Mr I.D.Margary, the distinguished local 
antiquary, Mr R.T.Mason, the authority on the town's architect-
ure, Mr R,H,Wood and Mr P,D.Wood formed themselves into a temp-
orary committee to take up the growing clamour for a local pre-
servation society and called a public meeting for Thursday 11-
April 'to consider the formation of such a society?. 	The 
speakers were Mr Mason, on the buildings of the High Street, Mr 
Ian Abbott of the Civic Trust, who gave an outsider's fresh and 
appreciative look at the contemporary town, and Miss B.,deCardi 
of the Council for British Archaeology, on the problems of his- 
toric towns. 	Over 150 people were present and voted nem, con. 
that the Society be formed. 	About 100 joined on the spot, 
having first elected a committee to look after the Society's 
affairs until the first A.G.M. in the autumn, 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY? 

It is not healthy to keep taking one's temperature and the 
worth of what one does can usually be estimated best by those 
at some distance from it, but on our tenth anniversary it is 
pardonable to try to take stock. 	So an article below (pp09f , ) 
aims at a thorough review of our work in local history and it 
is hoped to publish a comparable one in Bulletin 25 on our ame-
nity work, 

OUR PREHISTORY? 

formation of a local Society for preserving the beau-
ties of East Grinstead has been proposed, and the Chamber of 
Commerce has appointed a Committee to consider the possibility 
of establishing a local museum; a number of valuable gifts 
have been promised it, as soon as a building can be secured to 
house them.' 	That was in 1924 (Sussex Archaeolo gical Collect- 
ions, vol.65, p.262). 	The latter aim was fulfilled in 1926 
with the provision of a room in the Church tower (withdrawn 30 
years later) but the former seems never to have been fulfilled 
until our foundation 44 years later. 

MEMBERSHIP at the beginning of May was about 360, our highest 
ever and a fitting achievement for our tenth anniversary, 



YOUNG PERSON'S _GUIDE TO LOCAL HISTORY IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

Many young people study some aspect of the history of East 
Grinstead, for a C.S.E. project or for a scout or guide badge 
or purely for their own interest. 	The East Grinstead Society 
is always glad to give them what help it can and so is printing 
this simple guide to finding the information needed for such 
projects. 

First find out what there is at your SCHOOL. 	The library 
:i the History department should both have some books and maps 
a the area, perhaps also photographs and cuttings. You might 

be able to see some original old school records. 

Secondly, the local PUBLIC LIBRARY, Southwick House, Lon-
don Road (21342) has some books and pamphlets for lending; for 
reference it has more valuable books (including works dealing 
with the whole of Sussex), maps, recent local newspapers and 
some particularly valuable photographs. 	There is a froelocal 
history booklist, you can look in the catalogue or you can ask 
at the desk for information. 	Some of the material is not kept 
on the open shelves so you have to ask for it at the desk. 

Thirdly, the TOWN MUSEUM at East Court is where you can 
see objects and pictures that tell you the story of the town 
and illustrate aspects of life and work here in the past. A 
variety of publications is on sale, including postcard repro-
ductions of old photographs, the town trail and Reminiscences 
of East Grinstead, 1 89 1 9 1 . 	The Museum is open every Wed- 
nesday and Saturday, 2-5 p.m., admission free. 	The stewards 
on duty are always glad to deal with questions and can tell you 
when the East Grinstead Society is having meetings that might 
help you. 	Local organisations can arrange special visits at 
other times and sometimes it is possible to let students see 
things not normally on show. 

Fourthly, find out if you have anything AT HONE or in the 
family, like maps or guide-books or photographs. 

Finally, start YOUR OWN COLLECTION. Relatives and 
friends may be able to give you some of the things they have at 
home, you can cut things from the local newspapers, you can ask 
older members of the family and neighbours to let you write 
down or record what they remember of earlier times and you can 
try to find old local bottles. 	You may also have a friend to 
swap things with in order to build up your collection. 

All these ways of frming your own collection cost no-
thing. 	It costs very little to go to jumble sales and look 
for old books or maps or postcards. 	You can buy modern post- 
cards and guidebooks in the shops, the East Grinstead Society's 
publications at the Museum, guides at Sackville College and the 
parish church and secondhand books in Goulden's in the High 
Street. 

Finding your own material in these ways adds to the enjoy-
ment of what you are studying. 	It might also be helpful and 
enjoyable to become a junior member of the East Grinstead Soci- 
ety. 	(Ask at the iseum for up-to-date details.) 

Good luck. 



THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY AND LOCAL HISTORY 

A TENTH ANNIVERSARY REVIEW 

by M,J,Leppard 

The quotation at the head of page 3 comes from an article, 
'The State of Local History - 1 Sussex' by J,H.Farrant, in The 
Local Historian, vol.12, no.6 (May 1977), pp ,2 67-73 and re-
printed in Sussex History, vol.1, no.Li (Autumn 1977),  a tho-
rough, fair and critical survey of the whole'scene' (including 
societies, publications and museums such as ours). 	Reading it 
led me to think about what this Society is trying to do, and 
actually doing, with regard to local history. 	Then an invita- 
tion to our Society to make a submission to the committee set 
up, under the chairmanship of Lord Blake, by the Standing Con-
ference for Local History 'to make an assessment of the pattern 
of interest, activity, and of study, in local history in Eng -
land and Wales; and to make recommendations for meeting any 
needs revealed by amateur and professional local historians for 
support and services' gave the opportunity to put my thoughts 
into words. 	What follows is based on the submission we sent 
in and may serve to stimulate discussion among our membership. 

Though this Society was founded as an amenity society, it 
soon became apparent that the basic need for an understanding 
of the town as it now is involved an understanding of how it 
came to be as it is, i.e. its history, and so the Society has 
never made any apology for regarding local history as a legiti-
mate part of its concerns. As the editorial in Bulletin 16 
(March 1975) put it: 'Just as a person who has lost his memory 
has lost his identity with it, a town must preserve that corpo-
rate memory which is its history in order to preserve its iden-
tity. 

Implicit in all our local history activities the following 
aims may be discerned: 

1 To record and preserve what ought to be recorded and pre-
served (for example reminiscences, significant contemporary 
events, publications, finds and discoveries) in our publicat-
ions or Museum, 

2 To work particularly at identifying, classifying and ass- 
essing the sources of our history, so laying the right foundat- 
ions for work undertaken in the future (hence, for example, the 
lists and bibliographies which feature so largely in our Bul.le- 

3 To present all we publish or display in as clear, accurate 
and scholarly a form as possible. 

4 To interpret responsibly, whenever possible, whatever mat-
erial we have studied sufficiently and have in sufficient quan-
tity (hence longer articles on aspects of our history and the 
town trail). 

In fulfilling those aims we may most usefully hope to ful-
fill also the following purposes: 

1 Aiding the wider and continuing body of study and scholar-
ship, 

2 Assisting by our publications, Museum, meetings, exhibit-
ions, talks to other groups and answers to queries accurate 
knowledge and understanding of our history in schools and local 
organisations, the general public and the local press. 

3 Stimulating interest in our history and further work and 
research, 

4 Providing a nublishing outlet for such work as is done and 
for which no other appropriate outlet exists. 



It is true that serious work on the history of East Grin-
stead was being undertaken long before our Society came into 
existence, expecially by some of our founder-members, but we 
may claim to have promoted it in a way which was not possible 
before, by publishing that 'steady stream of short pieces', by 
bringing to light much that was unknown and might have perished 
(e.g. several rare or unique publications and objects not in 
our Museum), by stimulating the memories of the elderly and by 
involving ourselves in extraneous activities such as the Sussex 
local history conferences and contributions to the publications 
of the Sussex Archaeological Society, Family History Group, 
etc. 

Our reward is the popularity of local history talks and 
articles with our members (with the doubtful benefit of the im-
pression in many non-members' minds that local history is our 
sole concern), the ready sale and need to reprint our Reminisc-
ences, postcards and town trail, the increasing success of our 
Museum in attracting both material and visitors, the queries 
that come our way and (ultimately of most value) our being 
taken seriously in local history circles in the county. 

However, there is no room for self-satisfaction. 	The 
following considerations should be pondered too: 

1 No archaeological work has taken place in East Grinstead 
since our foundation. 	There may well be good reasons for this 
but soon the lowering and resurfacing of the A22 in the town 
centre, work on the pedestrian precinct and associated service 
roads and some development of property, especially behind the 
southern side of the High Street, will provide unrepeatable op-
portunities to learn more about our town that must not be lost. 

2 The position of the Museum is as yet insufficiently secure 
and will remain so until it reaches the point when it can have 
its own constitution and separate existence with adequate fin-
ance for what it is trying to do and a body of people to sup-
port it. 	At present it is potentially at risk from financial 
difficulties, the whims of the Town Council or those involved 
in running it and the lack of professional Museum experience. 

3. Though the Society is doing much work in local history, it 
is not doing it according to any programme of either research 
or publication. What is studied and published depends on the 
predilections of contributors and topical occasions (temporary 
exhibitions at the Museum or local anniversaries for example). 

4 The Society's publications, depending as they do on volun-
tary spare-time work in writing and reproducing, are not so re-
gular or so well-planned as they might be. There is a backlog 
of material awaiting publication and research not written up, 
and the Society has not yet managed anything more substantial 
(in its bulk) than the Reminiscences, though there are subjects 
on which booklets could be produced. 

5 The Society is lively and active, led by some very 'com-
mitted' people who have constantly expanded the range of its 
activities (not only the historical ones) and suggestions for 
further worthwhile activities frequently arise. 	There is a 
danger here of over-taxing our strength in terms of demands on 
the time and energies of those most directly involved, nearly 
all of whom are still in full-time employment. 	This may ac- 
count, in part, for the limitations noted above; it may also 
give us pause before becoming too keen to try to tackle them. 

6 The Society does not yet seem to have fathered anyone keen 
to do his own serious research, but perhaps ten years is too 
brief a time to expect it and the seeds may well have been sown 
now whose flowering will come later, 



BATTLES LONG AGO ..,' 

by R.H.Wood 

Oddly the thought of Christmas was strong that morning in 
1940 of pale winter sunlight on frost-whitened pasture and 
crisp ploughland: nor did it seem to be diminished by the need 
to examine a small round pit filled with water and the promise 
of destruction. 	Desultory rolls of gunfire from over the 
hills emphasised the quiet of the countryside, a calm which 
brought with it something of confidence. 

Four months befxre France was liberated came the first of 
the flying bombs. Few who lived through this period on the 
fringes of 'bomb-alley' will ever lose their first impressions: 
the splitting reverberation and long stabbing flame of the 
jets; the slim dagger-like silhouette of the bomb; the tall 
pillar of greasy smoke rising from the target. 	Three died and 
forty were injured when an unlucky fighter pilot knocked one 
down into the town. 	One went out to see the main street car- 
peted with broken glass and to hear a man's voice crying out 
continually from a building used by the Civil Defence. 

Beside the N.,E.-S.W, churchyard path there used to be a 
little stone, dateless and unnamed, with a look of the later 
17th century. 	Four lines of doggerel were readable, once fam- 
iliar to many, no doubt: 

As runs ye glass 
Man's life doth pass 
Each blast of breath 
Draws nearer death. 

One night in 1940, in the dead hours, a warden left the 
others dozing in a Middle Row cellar and went out. The night-
prowling was all that seemed to satisfy. 	The habit of deep 
sleep was lost. 

Leaning at last on the fence he remembered the writing out 
on the little slab nearby. 	Cold moonlight threw a shadow from 
every tree and stone. In breathless quiet, recollection of 
the words was almost a shout from the insistent chap there by 
the path, catching at the sleeve of every passer-by; but we 
had our own signposts to mortality. We owed him no apology 
for explosions which sometimes shook his bones. 

Now they suffer no more than a quiver from the big trucks 
passing by. 	The stone, if not destroyed, has been pushed out 
of sight. 	He has lost his audience. 

CUT FOR THE QUICK 

Look down on what's left 
Of deep cleft that gave haven 
To nightingale, badger and fox; 
Gone the saplings and brambles 
And, clothes of steep cutting, 
Fern fronds that cascaded the rocks. 
Bridge tumbling, sand rumbling, 
Old rail track is given 
To juggernaut lorries in flux. 
Where creatures were living 
A by-pass is riven 
By helmeted midgets on trucks, 

Joan Hall 



NEWS AND VIEWS 

BRICK PATHS: In accordance with the wish of the meeting on 18 
January we made known in the local press our case for the re-
tention of brick as the proper material for paths in the High 
Street, 	We also asked our President to intercede with the 
county, but all efforts seemed too late to reverse a decision 
already taken. 	However, there is no doubt that local feeling 
has been forcefully made known (by residents! private letters 
as well as by us) so we may hope that there will be more con-
sultation and deliberation before similar operations in future. 

GASWORKS WATER TOWER: When we learnt that this tower (behind 
the fire station) was definitely to be demolished we contacted 
the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society and were glad to 
learn that the Society had already made a photographic record 
(at the same time as the full record of the Goods Shed) and 
would be approaching the water company to see if any plans were 
available. 	The tower was built (and presumably designed) by a 
local builder, W.Pledge, in 1880 and opened on 21 December that 
year, along with extensions to the gasworks, 

PROGRESS?: When the railway was extended from East Grinstead 
to Tunbridge Wells the first turf was ceremonially cut on 18 
July 1864, 	The line was opened (after some difficult work 
blasting through rock either side of College Lane) on 1 October 
1866, without ceremony. Work on the section of the line being 
used for our relief road seems to be taking rather longer. 

GRINSTAD: We are grateful for the opportunity provided by the 
free classified advertisement columns of this paper to publi-
cise our meetings and Museum, first taken up on 3 March. 

OBITUARY: We regret to record the death of Mr G.E.Leppard, 
whose memories were drawn on in our Reminiscences and articles 
in our Bulletins. 

SETTLEMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The Sussex Family Historian, vol. 
3, no.4 (March 1978)  prints a full list of those for whom our 
parish records contain an 'acknowledgement of settlement', i.e. 
an undertaking by their home parish that it would provide for 
them if, through poverty, they became chargeable to any other 
parish in which they might find themselves. 	167 persons or 
families are listed, from 1703 to 1793, and the editor comments 
'East Grinstead, as the largest market town between Reigate in 
Surrey and Lewes in East Sussex, attracted workers in all ages, 
and the list ,.. reflects the wide area from which they came, 
and the variety of occupations which they followed'. 	(Obtain- 
able from Mr M.J.Burchall, 4/33 Sussex Square, Brighton,) 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (cont'd) 

vol.40 (1896) p.22 Sir Hy Compton at Brambletye to take charge 
of money for powder, 1626. 

p.27 Earl of Dorset's letter for press of 50 men; 
E.G. Hundred 3s. and 2 men, 1627. 

pp.151,155 Journal of Jn Burgess of Ditchling, 
1 787, 1 785; (Wm) Isard of E.G.,tanner 1 787. 

pp.279f. Meetings at E.G., Forest Row & Bramble.- 
tye 1860, Forest Row 1877,  E.G. (A.G.M.) 
1885. 

p.280 J.H,Round, note on Homewood in E.G. 

vol.41 (1898) p.205 Saint Hill (?) 
P.238 'Dawijn' or 'dorlin', term for weak pig of 

litter used on Ashdown Forest, 


